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Darrell’s Deliberations
Cdr Darrell Sausser, SN

XO Debbie Neal, AP
November 2015

   We all survived Halloween .  I hope that yours went well and everyone had a goulish good time.  Our  
Plantation rarely has any trick or treaters.  The house is 180 ft from the street, no street lights, not very attractive to young treick 
& treaters or their parents.  

Our next Arrowhead meeting is on November 4th, the 1st Wed nite of the month instead of the regular 2nd Wed of  the month.  
Our speaker is Denise Peterson, a representative of CA Boating and Waterways.  She is seeking input from boaters statewide, 
as she is charged with promulgating all the myriad of details regarding the new Boating Operaters Card that will eventually be 
required of all motor boat operators.  Some information about the new law, and it’s schedule of implementation is in this issue.  
Plan to attend - this will be the rare chance to give Sacramento our boater viewpoints. This issue also has a few of the many 
questions raised by implementing the new law.

Barb and I took our annual trek to Oak Glen last week,  There was hardly any traffic there, even some of the restaurants and 
shops were closed.  We always go to Snowline Ranch, as they harvest  Arkansas Black apples.  Barb likes the tart flavor and 
the crunchy texture of that apple.  And of course a big cold glass of freshly squeezed cider while seated outside under a huge 
chestnut tree, with a light  breeze of that crisp clean mountain air..

Hope that you’re planning ahead for our Arrowhead Christmas Party on Sunday December 20th.  This year we’ll all party at 
the Elks Club in the afternoon. We can stay as long as we wish, as the Elks have their big party going and we are welcome to 
enjoy their entertainment after our usual gift exchange.

As usual ESCAPADE will participate in the Naples Christmas Parade.  It  will be held December 12th.  We may have a few 
spaces left onboard should you like to be in a Christmas Parade.  It’s fairly short, about an hour on the parade route within 
Alamitos Bay.  Let me know if you’d like to join the festivities aboard Escapade on the 12th
        Darrell.

       November meeting is one week early, November 4th

Don’t forget that our November Arrowhead meeting needed to be scheduled one week earlier than usual due to Veterans Day 
activities at the Elks Club. Mark your calendar right away for this coming Wednesday November 4th. It promises to be an inter-
esting evening with the speaker, Denise Peterson from California Boating and Waterways, talking about the new boat operator 
card which will soon be required to operate a boat.

Also coming up is our annual Holiday Christmas party. We will have our usual fun gift exchange as well as our exciting Killer 
Dessert Contest. I wonder who will win this year? As far as the gift exchange is concerned, you can bring one gift for each 
couple or one gift for each person. Just remember to bring a new, unused gift since this is not a white elephant gift exchange. 
This year, the party will be on Sunday, December 20th at 2:00 pm.
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Letters to the Editor - - -
Here’s where your helpful and constructive ideas could be 
exposed to the light of day.    
Darrell Sausser, SN

   Log Editor, XO, P/C, Cdr
   and oher matters that come up  
   up from time to time. . . 

SKIPPER BOB’S
FAMOUS (almost) CUISINE
At our last meeting I saw the best recipe I have ever seen, it 
was a recipe for how to make a great nation. It was presented 
by our own John Walker. and a great job he did in his presenta-
tion.. It was a description of our national constitution. and it 
makes you wonder how the founders of the greatest nation on 
earth had the intelligence and foresight to author such a com-
plete and wonderful documen.t  we are indeed fortunate that 
so many great people have given there all to build this great 
nation. In history most great nations lost when their citizens 
became complacent. 

I thank John walker for bringing this to our attention  it should 
bring out the patriotism in us all . 
     

Up the river
Paddle in the gentle waters of the Los Angeles River 
and you’ll find lush shrubbery and elegant white egrets 
perched on tree branches.  

Thanks to the pilot program Paddle the L.A.River - 
which was launched in 2011 with permission from the 
U.S., Army Corps of engineers, nature lovers can kayak 
a 1.5 mile stretch of the river, near the Sepulveda Basin 
Recreation Area in the San Fernanado Valley. From July 
through September, participants can choose from three 
guided tours offered on select days. 

A wheelchair-accessible inflatable is available on Wednes-
days for paddlers with special needs.  Expert guides will 
be on hand.  

The $50 fee (plus a $3.74 handling charge) includes boat 
rental., safety vest and helmet, and insurance. Advanced 
reservations (limit two per person) are recommended, as 
tickets sell out quickly.

            For additional information: paddlethelariver.com
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Come for the Boating Education… Stay for the Friends℠
 
The Electronic Navigation Course started on Thursday, September 17, 2015.  There are eight students in the course. The tests 
have been ordered.

Looking to the future:

ABC3 wa scheduled to start on Sunday, November 1, 2015 for four weeks (11/1, 11/8, 11/15, and 11/22) from 1 PM to 3 PM at 
Wiley’s Scuba Locker. 

The Weather Course is scheduled to start January 12, 2016 to April 12, 2016 for 12 weeks from 7 PM to 9 PM.  It will be held 
at the Izaak Walton Building.  The address is 2710 Dexter Drive, Riverside, CA 92501.  The building is located across from the 
golf course clubhouse.

To register for a class contact me at my email address gr8thounds@earthlink.net or call me either at the house (951) 689-2105 
or on my cell at (909) 223-6976.

Major changes in N 2015 are:
• Open CPN has replaced the Capn software
• There is a brief clarification of the celestial coordinate system.
• Latitude by Polaris is back by popular demand.
• Sight Data Averaging is taught.
• The Equation of Time is defined and explained.
• The optimum angles for a two-and three-body fix have been clarified.
• The homework and practice cruise were replaced.
• Weather GRIBs* and overlays were added to the navigation charts.
• An optional section on tablets and on interfaces between navigational software and chart-plotters was 
  added for N 2015.
• The Meridian Transit sight requirement was moved to JN.
__________________
*GRIBs are specially formatted binary weather data files.
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From the August 2015 Currents, what’s new with Instructor Developmeent
ID: Instructor Candidate Evaluations—Demonstrating What You Know

Rather than using a multiple choice exam, the skills and knowledge acquired in the ID Course are demonstrated
through performance assessments, which include a fifteen-minute presentation as well as a written one hour
lesson plan. The squadron ID instructor uses the guidelines and forms provided by the national course
committee to assist instructor candidates in building the skills and knowledge necessary to become an effective USPS instructor 
and assess their effectiveness.  

Before the evaluation of the fifteen-minute presentation, the instructor candidate will make a five and a ten minute
presentation aimed at enhancing and supplementing the candidate’s presentation and planning skills. The 5 & 10-minute check-
list will help the instructor candidate presenter and audience note what was effective and what needs improvement in the 
presentation. The instructor and the audience share their observations and discuss with the presenter how to be more effective. 
The purpose of the two presentations is to increase awareness of planning for instruction while building understanding of good 
teaching techniques and the learning principles explained in the course material.

The second part of the evaluation process, lesson planning is generally more difficult for instructor candidates. People use their 
voice every day to communicate. Planning for instruction is not practiced as much in our life experiences. In using the
new course we have learned that more time needs to be focused on the planning part of the course. The presentation checklist 
specifically separates the planning aspects of the lesson from the presentation skills. To become a stronger instructor one must 
plan the learning. While USPS courses come with PowerPoint presentations and lesson guidelines, it is the instructor’s respon-
sibility to ensure that the student understands the content presented in the slides. This requires skills such as assessing the class’s 
preexisting knowledge, planning questions to ask the class, and selecting appropriate hands on training aides.

Toward the end of the course, instructor candidates will prepare a one-hour lesson plan to demonstrate their understanding of 
the course content. The plan may be an original boating related topic of the candidate’s choosing or it may be an adaptation of a 
course lesson plan. The purpose of preparing a written lesson plan is to have the candidate demonstrate subject matter expertise 
along with the organized learning/teaching principles taught in the course. A well written lesson plan serves as a demonstration 
of the candidate’s ability to organize thoughts,
apply sound teaching/learning principles and have a syllabus for future reference, consistency and reflection/ self-improvement. 
Having lessons plans reviewed by a central committee ensures national standards of the highest quality for which the US Power 
Squadron educational courses are known. A certified instructor evaluates the lesson plan at the squadron level before sending the 
lesson to the ID Committee. The evaluation procedure includes a review process if there is a disagreement with the review of the 
lesson plan by the Instructor Development Committee.

The course materials and documents described are available to download from the Instructor Development pages under the 
USPS Education Department. Go to URL:www.usps.org/national/eddept/id/

If you have questions or would like more information, please e-mail: IDCOM@usps.org

SEO report continud from page 4
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This fact may come as a surprise to you experienced boaters: the primary alloy contained within stainless steel is humble and 
familiar iron. And, as you may have learned through years of boating experience, the term stainless means exactly what it is say-
ing, that is, it stains less. Stainless does not mean stain proof. 

But there’s a reason, after all, that this manufactured metal is called stainless steel. To this mundane and plentiful iron ore, other, 
more exotic, alloys-such as chromium and nickel-are added, giving stainless steel its corrosion-resistant properties. The chro-
mium enables stainless steel to form a tough oxide film as soon as, and for as long as, it’s exposed to oxygen, even while sub-
merged, provided that the water contains oxygen; nickel increases its resistance to acid. Depending upon the role it’s called upon 
to fill-architectural trim, cutlery, or bow rail, for instance-differing amounts of elements are added, along with trace amounts of 
still more exotic materials, such as columbium and tantalum.

Essentially, there are three sub-groups of stainless steel: martensitic, which is often used for cutlery, many fasteners, and turbine 
blades; ferritic, which is used for automotive trim applications; and austenitic, which is used in the marine environment. Of the 
three, high nickel content (6 percent or more) is exclusive to the austenitic or marine grade. Thus, contrary to its silvery appear-
ance, not all stainless steel is created equal.

Marine-grade stainless steel is further distilled into two popular alloys, both in the 300 series as designated by the American Iron 
and Steel Institute. For marine applications, the most common of these are 304 and 316. The alloy ratio used in 304 stainless steel 
consists of 18 percent to 20 percent of chromium and 8 percent to 12 percent of nickel, which are added to conventional carbon 
steel. For this reason, 304 stainless steel is often referred to as 18-8. 

The alloy ratios for 316 stainless steel, on the other hand, are 16 percent to 18 percent of chromium and 8 percent to 12 percent of 
nickel, as well as 2 percent to 3 percent of molybdenum. It is this final ingredient of molybdenum that aids 316’s ability to resist  
crevice or pitting corrosion. Crevice corrosion is one of the few chinks in stainless steel’s armor.

By far, the most common variety of “marine grade” stainless steel is 304, or 18-8. As one might expect, this is a function of ex-
pense; because of the alloying-element content, 304 is cheaper to manufacture than 316. Nearly all commonly available stainless-
steel fasteners, from the smallest tapping screw to large nuts and bolts, are manufactured from 304 alloys. Fasteners, machine 
screws, and nuts and bolts manufactured from 316 alloy stainless steel are available, but they must nearly always be special 
ordered, which is a reflection of their cost.

Stainless steel’s primary weakness, the aforementioned crevice or pitting corrosion, occurs when it’s used in an oxygen-depleted 
environment. The tough, nearly impenetrable oxide film that forms as soon as stainless steel is exposed to air only remains intact 
as long as the metal is exposed to oxygen. If stainless steel is placed in an environment where it’s starved of oxygen and exposed 
to water, either fresh or salt, it becomes susceptible to crevice corrosion, which typically manifests itself as roughness, valleys, 
pitting, or even wormlike holes.

The insidiousness of crevice corrosion is that it nearly always occurs in places where it can’t be readily observed. Where stainless 
steel use is concerned, therefore, the bottom line is to avoid placing it in an environment where it’s exposed to stagnant, oxygen-
depleted water. This “environment” most commonly occurs under a spreader or other rigging chafe gear and where fasteners 
penetrate hulls: on a strut, a rudder, lower dolphin-striker jaws, and strainer installations, to name a few instances. For these 
installations, bronze is better suited.

SAFETY ON THE WATER

Arnold Rowe, AP, Webmaster and Safety Of-
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An OLD SALT’s Sea Change

Ever since he was a boy of 10 and felt the first sharp jerk of the wind filling the main, Phil Burgess has sailed.  He has sailed for 
55 years, on transatlantic voyages, through storms and high swells, across quiet northern lakes, around Puget Sound islands..  
He has raced and just drifted.  He has taught sailing, and sailing has taught him.

Yet last fall, Burgess did the unthinkable.  H bought a powerboat.  His wife was aghast.  His son treatened mtiny.  His fellow 
sailors branded him a “transvellite”  Since the dawn of the outboard motor, sailors and powerboaters have regarded each other 
with withering disdain. 

To powerboaters, a sailboat is a “rag-hauler” and sailors are “Barnacle Backs” and “leathernecks” - “snobby/shabby” old salts 
who either don navy blazers and dine at the Yacht Club or live as unwashed vagabonds on stripped-down sloops.  They ruin 
long summer days by broiling under an often windless sun - hauling lines, working up a sweat and going nowhere.  Power-
boaters meanwhile flash like peacocks! They dress and tip better “sailors know the wind is free, and they think that every thing 
else should be,  too,  one powerboater griped a few years ago to The Post, just before the sailboat show dropped anchor.

Sailors see themselves as the cowboys of the wind.  And they may be cheap, says a Virginia Beach mariner with 40 years 
experience, but powerboaters drive “stink-potters” with a “pneumatic blonde perched on the stern and a couple of guys with 
ball caps turned around.” 

We’re the Harley’Davison on the water said the president of the Chesapeake Bay Powerboat Association, says with a sigh.  He 
loves the speed and thrumming hum of powerboats, and he resents sailors self-proclaimed superiority.  They’re environmen-
tally friendly! They’re rugged and hardy! They’re harvesting the wind! Burgess is unapologetic about the switch. “Life is a 
journey, not a destination,” he quotes.  “I used to believe that.  But as you get older, you realize thare is an end.”  Forget “the 
thrill of the wind through the hair,” he says.  He wants “to go different places and see different things - faster.”

There have always been swabs who, in their fifties, sixties, and seventies, abandoned the Xtreme Sport that is sailing for spa-
cious poweerboats where “you’re not cranking those winches and hauling up the sails - all you do is press buttons, and things 
happen “as transvesselite Nevill Williams”, 66 puts it. 

People today, their most precious commodity is time,” he says And sailing, if you’re going to use a sailboat to get anywhere, is 
extremely time consuming.” The thing I don’t like,” Burgess confesses, is how in a sailboat, the captain steers from the stern of 
the boat and “you can talk to everybody, and they can talk to you”  But on his new power catamaran, he’s up high and people 
congregate behind him, or down below in the boat.  “You feel a little bit like a bus driver,” he says.

He turns up Annappolis’s Ego Alley, the inlet where boaers show off.  Sure  enough, as Burgess passes the dockside restaurants 
and bars, heads swivel admiringly.  Burgess’s sailboat, Happy Days, is for sale.  He and Mary Sue have named the new boat 
It is Well.

As for all their sailing paraphernalia - the sculptures, the maps, the pictures, the nautical flags - he muses, “I don’t know. . .. 
“We’ll keep the pictures,” he finally decides.

”we’re goina keep those to remind us of what we really like.”  
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Presenter: Denise Peterson, Cal Boating & Waterways.   Arrowhead dinner/meeting Nov 4th, 2015



Meetings are usually on the 2nd 
Wednesday  evening of the month:  

Note:The next dinner/meeting 
is our Christmas/Holiday party 

December 20th. 2015. 
Celebrate the holiday season with 

us.  As usual we’ll have the KILLER 
DESERT contest, as well as our 
hilarious  GIFT EXCHANGE.

Dinner reservations for the Elks 
Lodge are required.  

They should be in by the prior 
Wednesday , Dec 16th 

Over the years, the Log Bending Party has been a delightful 
way to prepare the LOG for mailing, enjoy a potluck meal, and 
enjoy lots of comaraderie with fellow Arrowheads.  It is imper-
ative that an LBP host know that you will attend, the host will 
inform you which dish you should bring.  The host will specify 
day and time for the LBP.

Nov 28  Host: your name here
Dec 31  Host: your name here
Jan  30  Host: your name here
Feb ?  Host, your name here

 General dinner meeting information    Executive Board Meeting Information
Happy hour at 1830, dinner & meeting/program at 1900  Location: Elks - San Bernardino   
 Dinner cost $23.00, vegie $17.00       prior to the dinner/meeting
Location: San Bernardino Elks      Minutes of the Executive & General Meeting
2055 Elks Dr.  San Bernardino (tel)909-882-3711    are available at the gemeral meeting
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Please make your dinner 
reservations no later  than  

Wednesday, the 16th, earlier 
reservations appreciated.

Contact either 
XO Debbie Neal, 

or 
CDR Darrell Sausser, 

by phone or email to make your 
reservation.

For XO Neal, call 
951-990-1816, or email 

bicycledebbie@gmail.com

For Darrell Sausser, call 
(H) 951-780-2694
(C) 951-990-2176, 

email preferred
sailords@earthlink.net 

VSC Corner
Squadron totals remain at 27 completed VSC exams.
I’m still having trouble with National concerning Bob Cozad’s 
VSC certification.  This 3 year on-going problem concerns Na-
tional annually assigning at least 2 of exams to someone else 
and de-certifying Bob as an examiner.     
    Pat Rogers, VSC Chair

V Greetings!
It’s time to SAVE THE DATE for our EIGHTH annual Weath-
er Permitting Cruise to Avalon. January 8-10, 2016.  This is a 
week earlier than in the past. Avalon in January can be delight-
ful.  If you are not able to bring your boat over, plan to book 
passage on the Catalina Express so you can participate in the 
activities. Saturday is the busiest day.  Based on requests, we 
will repeat the ever popular ‘road rally’.

This cruise is safety first, and weather permitting. It is extreme-
ly important that we know exactly who is planning to attend 
so we can communicate last minute details and confirm the 
weather situation.  We will have more discussion as the date 
nears.

On a side note, Rick and I have moved from our home in Ran-
cho Mirage, and we have discontinued our home telephone 
number.  We now live in Palm Desert.  Our cell numbers re-
main the same Rick: (760) 861-3987, and Wendy (760) 408-
7322.
   P/C Wendy Sherwood



For boating education  and boating fun,  be sure to check out -
www.arrowheadsquadron.org

Nov 4  Remember date change           ASPS Dinner meeting, 
       San Bernardino Elks                Cdr Darrell Sausser 951-780-2694
   presenter: Ms Denise Peterson, CA Dept of boating and waterways
    discussion of the new Law mandating  “Boat Operators Card” for all boaters
Nov 18  District 13 Council meeting, Cabrillo Beach Y C 
Nov 20  Copy deadline for Nov LOG               Cdr Darrell Sausser 951-780-2694
- -- - - - - - - - - 
Dec  20  Arrowhead Christmas Party,  San Bernardino Elks club,             Cdr Darrell Sausser 951-780-2694
   2pm til 6pm.  If desired we can stay later and join with the Elks Christmas Party
Dec 20  Copy deadline for Jan 2016 log               Cdr Darrell Sausser 951-780-2694

Dec 31  NEW YEARS EVE,- - --
2016 - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- 

Jan  13  Arrowhead Dinner/meeting, usual 2nd Wed of the month.           Cdr Darrell Sausser 951-780-2694
   Presenter: Alagita Foundation, Pacific Garbage Patch & strategies to combat it.
Jan 8-10  Arrowhead’s midwinter cruise to Avalon,
     weather permitting           P/C Wendy Sherwood760-346-4697

2015 - - - - - COMING EVENTS - - - - - 2015
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