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Return from Avalon, Wed 3/30/2014.   NNE winds, 30-
35 with gusts to 40 knots.  Note wind speed meter, lower 
left corner. We were sailing into the wind with only 2nd 
reefed mainsail up.
(Article page 3)

SSS  195, Changing Tides.   Some members attended 
a “Safety at Sea” seminar in San Diego.  Boarding a 
liferaft was one of the water activities of the seminar.

(article page  6)
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Squadron Education Officer Report 
May 2014       by Lt/C Ronnie Mann, JN

The America’s Cup Win Unravelled
Want to see live footage of the America’s Cup catamaran, Oracle, screaming across the water while up on it’s foils?  Do you want 
to learn why Oracle did so poorly in the beginning yet was able to come from behind to win the America’s Cup? If any of this 
sounds intriguing to you, then you will not want to miss the upcoming Arrowhead Sail and Power Squadron meeting on Wednes-
day, May 14th. We will have the privilege  of having Randy White as our speaker at this upcoming meeting. Randy was a “behind 
the scenes” reporter during the America’s Cup race. He was able to get the inside scoop on what Oracle was doing wrong, initially, 
and what they did to turn a potentially devastating loss into an amazing win.

Randy comes to us with extensive sailing experience. He began sailing, at age 18, on a 12 foot Sunfish. His first offshore experi-
ence, at age 20, was as crew on a Columbia 40 participating in the Galveston to Veracruz race. He has cruised the Gulf of Mexico 
on a Morgan 28. While living in La Jolla, he cruised the California coast in a Ranger 33 and an Islander 36. He currently owns 
a Swan 53 in which he has cruised the East coast, the Caribbean Islands in the winter, and has cruised from the Virgin Islands 
to Trinidad over the past 10 years. He is currently in the process of purchasing a 93-foot CNB (Central Navale Bordeaux). This 
custom yacht will be kept in the Mediterranean where he and his wife plan to cruise 50% of the time. The rest of his time will be 
spent at his home in Rancho Santa Fe.

In addition to his sailing resume, Randy is also quite accomplished in the educational arena. He has a B.S. in Chemistry, a Ph.D 
in Analytical Chemistry, and has post Doctoral training in Clinical Laboratory Medicine. He is the owner of Sail Angle which I 
am sure many of you are familiar with.

You do not want to miss this golden opportunity to see Randy’s amazing footage of these foiling catamarans in addition to his 
behind the scenes stories. You will thoroughly enjoy this presentation. See you on the 14th.

Here is the current status of our classes.  Piloting is in progress.  The tests have been ordered.  There 
are 6 students participating in the class that is being held at the Izak Walton Building in Fairmont 
Park.  It’s a great venue for us.
ABC3 is scheduled to start 9 June 2014.  It will be held at Wiley’s Scuba Locker. The class will be 
held from 7 PM to 9PM for four Mondays.  

Seamanship is scheduled to start 3 June 2014 at the Izaak Walton Building in Fairmont Park.
The squadron has contacted those boaters who are enrolled in the online ABC3 class.  There are a total of 5 students. 
By the time you read this Hal Gayer and Darrell Sausser will have completed the Newport to Ensenada Race.
We recently attended the opening day for Cabrillo Beach Yacht Club.  The weather was wonderful, and the boats looked great.  
Hope to see you on the water.
Want to take a class? You can contact me on my cell at 909-223-6976 or on the house phone at 951-689-2105.
         Ronnie
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WE MADE IT BACK OK – this was our collective thought as the tow boat put Escapade into her Alamitos slip. 

But lets back up to the Newport – Ensenada race start.
After months of preparation, getting official documents, a slip at Ensenada;sCoral Marina and at Southwestern Yacht Club and 
Oceanside for the return trip. Provisioning the boat for 5 days for 6 people – many thanks to Debbie for accomplishing that huge 
task,we cast off for the 3 hour  motorsail  from the Alamitos Bay slip to the start line just off the Balboa Pier.  As usual I was 
watching all the gauges, and noted the alternator was initially charging 34 amps – the usual amount.  Then about a mile from the 
line, I checked again and noted that the charge was 70 amps – the opposite should have happened.  As batteries charge the charg-
ing current should decline.  Feeling the batteries they were only slightly warm, the water levels were good, but I had been noting 
for several weeks that they weren’t holding a charge well at all. 

Then there was the weather forecast for San Diego and Ensenada.  Winds were forecast to increase starting about 10 pm Friday 
night, going up  to 20 to 35 knots, with gusts possible to 40 by 6am  Saturday complete with rain showers. The seas were forecast 
to be 6 – 8 feet high.  The prospect of losing the battery power in those weather  and sea conditions wasn’t inviting.  After con-
ferencing with all crew, the decision was made to turn back to the slip.

After all the prep, including one crew member flying from her home in Colorado to crew on the race, it was a very difficult deci-
sion.   Saturday new batteries were purchased, and installed.  Ray Edwards and Glen Mako helped lift those 108 lb batteries into 
place, and did the installation.  Everything was good.  Ray and Glen, and Roy Queen stayed for dinner, then left for home.  
What to do next?  All the food on board was still there.  The 3 of us that were left onboard, decided to go to Avalon, though the 
weather forecast looked dubious with small craft warnings up.  The trip over was easy with  virtually no wind  and a glassy sea.  
Mary (from Colorado) had been there many years ago.  We three did a golf cart tour of Avalon, part of which was watching people 
doing the zip line in Descanso .  A wonderful time with beautiful clear warm weather was enjoyed by all.  That took care of Mon-
day, what to do on Tues.  We decided to go to the airport, about a 35 minute ride.  Lots of wind up there even though Avalon was 
almost calm.  We ate lunch there, watched one light twin aircraft land in the NE 18 knot winds. 
 
Then it was time to head back on Wed.  Mary was concerned as her husband’s doctor had prescribed home oxygen for him.  We 
checked forecasts carefully, NNE winds were forecast in the teens til noon, then increasing to hi 20s.  We cast off the mooring at 
8:40am in no wind.  About an hour of motoring, the wind began with occasional ripples on the sea.  They gradually increased into 
the 20s, and by the 3rd hour were 30-35 with gusts to 40 knots.  The wind waves built to about 5 – 6 feet with closely spaced wind 
waves bouncing us around.  The motor was running at lo rpm as a safety factor, the jib was rolled up completely, and we had the 
mainsail reduced to the 2nd reef.  Then guess what – the moter died.  I went below to bleed the fuel lines, it would start, run a few 
minutes then die again.  Three times I did that as the boat was bouncing around in those seas.  When approaching the breakwater 
the wind was down to the lo 20s. Our course back to the East end of the breakwater was 010 degrees magnetic, but the apparent 
wind was about 040 degrees.  We couldn’t sail that close to the wind, so decided we’d go into Queens gate instead.

The final problem was getting to the slip under sail.  I opted to call for a tow back rather than take a chance on the engine quitting 
in the gusty winds.  Thank goodness for Boat US towboat insurance.  He put us into the slip easily, and we all thought – 
WE MADE IT BACK OK.

Reprise; Mary did get an adventure, lots of pictures, instead of racing to Ensenada.  She was happy with that.  Back at the slip, we 
were all so tired from the winds and seas, we could hardly put everything away.  Next stop, call the engine mechanic.

        Darrell S 



SAFETY ON THE WATER
Arnold Rowe, AP,  Safety Officer & Webmaster
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WHEN SHOULD YOU ABANDON SHIP?
Mario Vittone, a former US Coast Guard rescue swimmer, originally wrote this safety article.  Reading this article brought back 
many memories and I thought it would make a good read for all of us boaters.  I especially concur with his advice given in para-
graph three regarding that old “step off step” saying we’ve oft heard regarding leaving your boat to enter a life raft.
When to Leave

No one takes the decision to abandon ship lightly, but I have seen it made too soon, and too late, both with tragic results.  There 
are few absolutes when handling at-sea emergencies; you must consider all the variables.  Loss of an engine 30 miles from shore 
is not the same problem as losing it 300 miles from shore with a line of storms approaching.  You may be able to keep up with 
flooding in calm seas, but that doesn’t mean you will be able to when water starts slipping over the bow.

Launching the raft and jumping over the side is the only call to make if faced with an out-of-control fire or progressive flooding.  
But that doesn’t mean those are the only times to leave the boat.  There has been case after case where, “We’re going to wait until 
the morning,” was the last call a captain ever made.

But what about the old adage, “You never step off until you have to step up?”  This oversimplified phrase implies that you never 
leave your vessel until it is definitely on its way down and nothing can be done.  This is the worst advice I’ve ever heard.  I’ve 
seen boaters abandon boats when they probably shouldn’t have.  But I’ve spent more time searching for boaters who should have 
jumped and didn’t.  The point is that human limits can be reached long before the vessel is in any real danger.

Ira Hubbard, the owner of Marine Flower II, abandoned a perfectly good watertight vessel in the middle of the Atlantic.  It is 
exactly what he should have done.  His boat wasn’t sinking, but after a day fighting seasickness and fatigue, his wife and daughter 
could only lie below with his infant son.  In a matter of hours, he would have to single-hand his 64-foot ketch through a hurricane 
after days without sleep.  If he hadn’t called for rescue when he did, the search and rescue would have likely been just a search.  
Stepping down into the ocean was a very good idea.  If you’re thinking you would have done differently given Hubbard’s circum-
stances, then you are exactly the kind of boater the Coast Guard often looks for, but never finds.

When It’s Time to Go, Go

Half-leaving the boat – staging the raft or dinghy “just in case” – can be dangerous.  If seas are rough, the rocking hull could ruin 
the thin-walled inflatable before you have a chance to board.  If high winds take your raft after inflation, it’s going to be difficult 
- if not impossible - to get it back.  In all but the calmest weather, you’ll want to go in with it.  Don your life jackets (and immer-
sion suits if you have them), send the final distress signals, grab the EPIRB, and leave, taking all possible emergency gear with 
you.  Everything that floats goes over the side, too; the life rings, seat cushions, and even the fenders will all help you to be more 
visible, and being visible is everything.

The escapade crew except photographer Mary.    A conga line below decks.               The promenade and Avalon Casino



page 5The D13 Fall Conference is scheduled : October 23-25, 2014.
Celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the United States Power Squadrons in Hawaii with the Honolulu Sail and Power Squadron 
hosting the District 13 Fall Conference October, 2014.  The Cruising and Voyaging theme of the event will reflect the warmth and 
hospitality of the islands with Hawaiian-themed seminars on the history and challenges of navigation in the 50th state October 
23-26, 2014.

Social activities begin Tuesday October 21, 2014 for early arrivals with a tour of local yacht clubs and fireworks over Waikiki!  
Conference events include an evening dinner cruise, a farewell luau and conclude with a cruise to the Kaneohe Bay sandbar on 
Sunday October 26, 2014.  Shipmates visit the only royal palace in the United States, the ‘Iolani Palace.

The conference hotel is across the street from Ala Moana Beach Park, adjacent to Ala Moana Shopping Center and walking dis-
tance from the Ala Wai boat harbor. Waikiki beach is a mile away, accessible by bus, trolley and taxi if you prefer not to walk. The 
group rate at the Ala Moana Hotel will be honored for three nights before and after the meeting (subject to availability) so plan 
to bring the family and give yourself time to really explore Oahu.  Reservations are being accepted today at the Ala Moana Hotel 
near the Ala Wai Boat Harbor and the Waikiki and Hawai`i Yacht Clubs.  Please use this reservation link to get the group discount 
of single/double: $149 Kona tower, $177 Waikiki tower.  Reserve now to celebrate a century of safe boating!

For more information, you may email conference coordinator Richard Denton or call (808) 255-3373.
You can click on the reservation link to access hotel reservations at the Ala Moana Hotel.
You may view the current working schedule here: http://www.uspshon.org/100th-anniversary-conference.html
         submitted by SEO Ronnie Mann

Avalon Green Pier with small craft warning flag flying 1200 lb (estimate) Buffalo beside Airport road

Debbie, Mary, Darrell with Luau Larry’s hats Skipper Darrell manning the BBQ for Mon nite dinner
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Lt/C Mark Gunn,  AO REPORT

May, 2014
The District 13 Spring Conference and Change of Watch was conducted in a perfect setting.  We had all activities: check-in, re-
ception, lunch and dinners, seminars and business meetings aboard the USS Iowa, berthed in the Port of Los Angeles, San Pedro, 
adjacent to the Ports-O-Call businesses and restaurants.  It was well attended and a lot of good discussions and ideas came out of 
the meetings, seminars and parties.
 
I want to expand a little on comments made by Dorothy Sam.  She stated her opinion to be delivered to the National Bridge 
members that the word in our literature “fellowship” should be removed because it is interpreted by many to apply to men-only 
organizations.  She recounted a story (I think from a boat show) where a woman said she could not join because “fellowship” 
meant male-only to her.  Mrs. Sam took the time to explain, but we didn’t get that couple as members.
 
I think “fellowship” in addition to being misunderstood as applying to men only, also has a church or religious connotation to 
many.  It is a term of an era gone by.  We want to be seen as much more fun than a church social!  After all, we are a lot of fun, 
and have great boating activities and education in and out of the classroom.  While some may think that this is just semantics, 
impressions and images are important and powerful.  We need to contemplate whether boaters in their 20’s, 30’s and 40’s would 
feel like they want to join us if they walked into one of our meetings. 
 
Our outgoing District Commander Doug Dworski attended Changes of Watch from Tokyo to Honolulu this past year, and he wore 
everything from a bow tie to shorts.    He had great photos of administering the oath of office to the Honolulu Commander stand-
ing waist deep in the Pacific Ocean, wearing a Hawaiian shirt and swim trunks!  Now that’s fun and inviting to younger boaters.  
We need to re-think our image, our activities, our functions.  Let’s kick this around a little this year.
 
        Lt/C Mark Gunn, JN

Good Day Arrowhead Squadron!
We here in Ship 195 have been enjoying the sunny weather and have been quite busy with everything and anything.  This month 
saw a couple of our members attend the Safety at Sea event, sponsored by the United States Coast Guard, in San Diego.  Fun was 
had by all as they spent the day patching pipes, seeing how a vessel safety check is performed, touring the helicopters, but most 
importantly; trying out jumping in the water in a rescue suit.  While some members were in San Diego, others were on a training 
hike in preparation for their trip to Philmont Scout Ranch, NM later this summer.  They say great things about Philmont, just not 
so much the banana chips.  Of course it would not be the same, if Ms. Paula was not out canoeing, or teaching Leave No Trace.  
Which she did, A LOT, we get tired just thinking of how much great work she does.  She inspires us to work just as hard. 
This past weekend saw several of our youth at our local Council camp for the annual Venturing Rendezvous: a coming together 
of all the Venturing Crews and Sea Scout Ships for fun and fellowship.  One of our Mates was recognized at the dinner, for hav-
ing earned his Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold award, after several years of hard work.  For more information about the award, check 
out www.usaward.org
Phew!  How are we going to have time for any work, I mean employee-ing, if we keep having fun?  We’ll figure it out one of 
these days.  
        Fair Winds,
        S.S.S. Changing Tides, Kyle Goerning, Mate

     Sea Scout Ship 195 CHANGING TIDES 
 Kyle Goerning, mate
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Meetings are on Wednesday 
evening:  The next dinner/
meeting is scheduled for 

May 14th, 2014.
Dinner reservations for the Elks 
Lodge are required.  They should 

be in by the prior Monday - 
May 12th  

Please contact either Commander 
Debbie Neal, or John “Pat” 
Rogers, by phone or email to 

make your reservation.

For Cdr Neal, call 951-990-1816, 
or email 

bicycledebbie@gmail.com
For Pat Rogers, call 
(H) 909-867-6361,
(C) 909-677-6134,

or email patrogers906@aol.com

REMEMBER: reservations by 
Monday May 12th.

Cruisemaestro P/CJan Freeman
Safe boating week starts May 17th, and runs through May 
23rd.  We’d like to reinstate the ‘Jackets for Life’ program that 
has been so successful in past years.  John Brewington is our 
liason with the Rangers at Lake Perris.  The Amadeo’s have 
the trailer with all the life preservers and associated equipment, 
stored at their Coffe Bros. business site.  It’s ready to be used at  
a launch ramp at the lake.  Of course this would mean squadron 
members volunteering for ‘duty’  to mann the booth.  So when 
plans are firmed up, be ready for a call . . . . .

Arrowhead’s next planned cruise is the Wine Fest at two har-
bors, Catalina. on June 7th.  Because moorings are very busy 
on summer weekends, it’s best to go over on Thursday  June 
5th.  Tickets are a fundraiser for the local Schoolhouse, or other 
projects of the service clubs at the isthmus.  But the real fun is 
dancing on the sand to a live band, or just relaxing and listening 
to the music.  They usually open 1pm, and close up at 5pm.
Jan is planning an Arrowhead get together Friday nite with 
heavy Hor D/Ouvres on Fan Sea Free.  Everyone attending 
should call Jan to see what  to bring for the Friday nite party.

Don’t have an ocean boat? Hop on the Catalina Express for the 
day.  Or bring a sleeping bag and stay the weekend.  There is a 
campground up the hill, or you likely could make arrangements 
to sleep onboard one of the Arrowhead boats. 

Then after the wine fest closes, the patio bar is open with a DJ 
providing music til midnight.  And of course the Harbor Reef 
restaurant has it’s usual menu of great food available.  There is 
also free wifi on the back patio for the computer nerds.

Sunday is for recuperating from Saturdays festivities, and mak-
ing the trip back home.
    Darrell S for Jan  F
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May 6  Piloting last class, Fairmount Park, Riverside   P/C Hal Gayer, SN   951-990-0018
May 14  Arrowhead dinner/meeting, San Bernardino Elks, 6:30  Cdr Debbie Neal  951-990-1816
May 20  Copy deadline for June LOG     P/C Darrell Sausser  951-780-2694
May 17-23 Nat’l Safe Boating Week Tentative: Jackets for life, Lake Perris on Sat 17th
May 31  LOG bending party for June LOG,  volunteer needed
- - - - - - - - - - 
June 7  Wine Fest at Isthms, Catalina, come for the day,  or stay the weekend/
   Onboard overnight bunks may be available  P/C Jan Freeman  909-828-4321
June 9  ABC class       P/C Hal Gayer,SN   951-990-0018
June 11  Arrowhead dinner/meeting, San Bernardino Elks, 6:30  Cdr Debbie Neal  951-990-1816
June 16  ABC Classs       P/C Hal Gayer,SN   951-990-0018
June 20  Copy deadline for July LOG     P/C Darrell Sausser  951-780-2694
June 23  ABC Class       P/C Hal Gayer,SN   951-990-0018
June 26  District 13 Council Meeting, Ventura Yacht Club, 
June 30  ABC class       P/C Hal Gayer, S
- - - - - - - - - - -
July  8  NOTE No  dinner meeting this month, or in August.
July 12  Seal Beach - Dana Point sailrace     P/C Darrell Sausser  951-780-2694
July 19  Cruise to Corsair Y C, Emerald Bay, Catalina TENTATIVE
July 20  Copy deadline for August LOG     P/C Darrell Sausser  951-780-2694
July  26  Long Beach Harbor Series, race #5   sponsor: Shoreline Y C 


