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Christmas Party 2014 was a progressive dinner party.  We started at the Rowe residence for snacks 
and liquid refreshments, and the Rowes filled in hosting dinner as well.  Orchids  to them,  especially 
Phyllis,  for double volunteering.  Darrell is shown modeling his Xmas gift, a collapsible bucket  and 

carrying case near the ending  at Debbies Neal’s home.
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Cdr Mike Mann, N
At the helm, January 2014
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Another year has passed under the keel. Where did the year go?  The Squadron ended its year with a Christmas party hosted 
by Phyllis and Arnold Rowe for appetizers and main course then on to Debbie Neal’s for dessert and gift exchange.  Thank 
you for an outstanding party.  It was unfortunate that the Gunn’s were under the weather and could not have the main course 
at their house but Debbie and Phyllis had a “Plan B” and between her and the Rowe’s things worked out well.

2014 is the start of a yearlong anniversary for USPS.  At the end of January at the USPS annual meeting in Jacksonville the 
whole of USPS will be celebrating 100 years.  The celebration will continue with a 7 day cruise to several of the Caribbean 
Islands.  Your Commander and the Admiral will gladly represent Arrowhead.

We are approaching the end of the Bridge year.  The Squadron is in need of members to step up and assist by becoming a 
member of the Bridge or one of its many Committees.  The Squadron cannot succeed without the help from its members.  
Please give Arnold Rowe or one of the Executive Board members a call and volunteer for a position. 

The next Arrowhead meeting is scheduled for 8 January at 1900 with an EX Board meeting starting at 1730 at the Elks Club 
in San Bernardino.  Please remember to contact Pat Rogers or myself for dinner reservations.  We had a program set up 
however the presenter has to be out of town that day.  We are working on a program.  I will send out a supplemental e-mail 
when it’s confirmed.

Fair Winds and Following Seas
Mike
 

SKIPPER BOB’S       FAMOUS (ALMOST ) CUISINE
It is the holiday season so lets splurge a little on this one. I cook with lots of butter. I realize I stand alone on this 

but this recipe calls for the butter - and it is worth it.
BOURBON GLAZED CARROTS
You will need:
½ cup butter (1 cube)                  1/3 cup brown sugar
2 pounds of carrots                      1 pinch cauene pepper
½ teaspoon salt                             freshly ground black pepper
½ cup bourbon Whisky             2 sprigs fresh Thyme (for garnish)
Peel carrots and slice in equal sizes  make the small ends longer and as it gets thicker cut shorter so pieces cook the same.
In a large skillet melt the cube of butter.  Use medium high heat.
When butter starts to foam add the carrots.  Season with a little salt and cook, stirring until liquid from carrots evaporate and 
carrots begin to brown around the edges.  5 or 6 minutes. 
Carefully pour in the bourbon. (stand back we don’t want to lose any eyebrows) reduce heat to medium low. Cook and stir 
until bourbon is almost evaporated. About 2 minutes. 
Sprinkle in the brown sugar. Stir until carrots are almost cooked thru. About 5 minutes. 
When carrots are nearly tender raise heat to medium high to thicken the glaze.  
Add a pinch of cayenne pepper ( I prefer a little more) and ground black pepper. 
Serve.  This is a great addition to a Ham dinner. 
And remember in the deep south they always serve blackeyed Peas on January 1st. for good luck. ! 
          Bob Holcomb



HOLIDAY GREETINGS FROM THE EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT.
Angie and I hope you all had a blessed Christmas and a joyous 
New Year.

I am pleased to give a great shout out to all our dedicated 
Instructors in 
2013.  When you see them, thank them, for they have done tremendous work for our squadron.
And here they are:  Pat Rogers, John Walker, Ronnie Mann, Mike Mann, Bob Cozad, Ryan Trousdale, Rick Sherwood, 
Paula Boothe and Darrell Sausser.

So now we look forward to 2014.  We need a replacement for me, as I have said, this is my last year as SEO.  Please volun-
teer and I will make the transition seamless
        See you on the water,
         Hal

Holiday Christmas Party a Success
Judging by all the laughter and the length of time folks stayed, I would say that the party was a huge success. In spite of a 
few snafus, the party went off without a hitch. As most of you know, the Gunns were ill and not able to participate in the 
party. A huge thank you to Phyllis Rowe who stepped up to the plate and offered to have the dinner at her house. Phyllis 
put out a vast assortment of appetizers which was supplemented with some interesting additions from guests. Also helping 
to make things go as smoothly as possible was Ronnie Mann who arrived several hours early to assemble appetizers etc. 
Another thank you goes to Darrell Sausser who picked up extra chairs to seat the 30 plus people we were feeding and who 
purchased some last minute items for the dessert portion of the party.

Along the fo’c’stle of the good ship 
SEO  Hal Gayer - -
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XO Deliberations
Lt/C Debbie Neal, AP

January 2014

People seemed to be having a good time sampling the deli-
cious desserts. I couldn’t even tell you which ones I liked the 
best because they were all so good. You could tell that a lot 
of work went into making these desserts. Next was the open-
ing and stealing of the gifts. Too funny I thought. Hopefully 
everyone got something they liked.

Throughout the afternoon and evening, Hal had been saying 
to me, “I don’t know how long we will stay because Angie 
may get tired”. All I can say is that I guess Angie and Hal 
were having a pretty good time since they were some of the 
last people to leave my house at around 11:15 pm.  If laugh-
ter is any indication of the level of fun folks are having, then 
this party must have been a hit. Thanks to all of you who 
came and helped to make this such a memorable event.

    DEB

3rd stop for the Arrowhead progressive Xmas party.  
John & Becky Brewington  with Jan Freeman
Pho tos by Debbie Neal



SAFETY ON THE WATER
Arnold Rowe, AP,  Safety Officer & Webmaster

 Sailboat vs. Tugboat with Barge
 Who Has the Right of Way?

If you were skippering a sailboat under sail and met up with with a tugboat that was pushing a barge, who do you 
believe has the right of way? You may think that you have the right of way over the tug, which is basically just 
a powerboat. Or you may think that the tug has the right of way since, as a commercial vessel underway with a 
barge, it would be considered a “restricted” vessel under the Rules of the Road. Which is the correct answer? 

As members of the Arrowhead USPS we are familiar with the Rules of the Road (otherwise known, in navigable 
ocean waters, as the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, or “COLREGS”).  For the most 
part, the Rules are clearly written and unambiguous, and we should therefore be able to point to a simple answer 
to this question.             

Life is rarely that simple, and we can make one very clear observation: Contrary to the understanding of a lot of 
recreational boaters, there is no specific provision of the Rules that requires a recreational vessel to give way to a 
commercial vessel.  After making that observation things get pretty complicated.         

Throughout the world, the Rules operate under a body of maritime law that deals with collisions at sea. Under 
that system, all mariners at sea share the burden for safety, and liability for damage caused by a collision will be 
allocated among the various parties according to their percentage of fault, as determined by a court.             

The circumstances vary considerably from case to case, and the outcome will depend upon what expert witnesses 
have to say about the actions of the parties. This is the umbrella under which all cases like this will be evaluated. 
And, with that in mind, consider the question posed above. 

Our analysis begins in Section II of the Rules -- “Conduct of Vessels in Sight of One Another.” Section II, Rule 
18(a) states that “except where Rules 9, 10 and 13 otherwise require, a power-driven vessel underway shall keep 
out of the way of a sailing vessel.”             

Rules 9 and 10 refer to large ships operating within a narrow channel or inshore shipping lane, where the large 
ships are expressly given the right of way. A tugboat, with or without a barge, is not considered a big ship, and it 
does not operate under those rules.             

Rule 13 applies when a vessel is overtaking another vessel, in which case, the vessel being overtaken has the right 
of way, whether it is a powerboat or a sailboat.             

Rule 18, therefore, provides the authority for the commonly accepted understanding that sailboats have the right 
of way over powerboats. But is there a special rule that applies to certain types of power-driven vessels? Yes, in 
some circumstances there are special rules.

Rule 18(b) requires a sailing vessel to keep out of the way of (i) a vessel not under command; (ii) a vessel restricted 
in her ability to maneuver; and (iii) a vessel engaged in fishing.” A vessel not under command is basically a ves-
sel adrift with a mechanical problem, and a tugboat is obviously not engaged in fishing, so the only question is 
whether a tugboat with a barge could be characterized as a vessel “restricted in her ability to maneuver.”             

Rule 3(g) defines a “vessel restricted in her ability to maneuver” as a “vessel which from the nature of her work is 
restricted in her ability to maneuver as required by these Rules and is therefore unable to keep out of the way of 
another vessel.”             
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So the real question becomes is a tug with a barge a restricted vessel?             

Believe it or not, the answer is generally “no,” but we don’t have to guess. The Rules require these vessels to 
display lights (at night) and day shapes (during daylight hours) to identify their status.             

Rule 27(b) requires a restricted vessel to exhibit: “(i) three all-round lights in a vertical line where they can best be 
seen. The highest and lowest of these lights shall be red and the middle light shall be white; and (ii) three shapes 
in a vertical line where they can best be seen. The highest and lowest of these shapes shall be balls and the middle 
one a diamond.”             

So, the “short” answer to the question initially posed is that the sailboat has the right of way over the tug, unless 
the tug is exhibiting the lights or day shapes for a restricted vessel. But there is more to consider.             

All of the Rules operate under the umbrella of Rule 2. Specifically Rule 2(b), which provides that “in construing 
and complying with these Rules, due regard shall be had to all dangers of navigation and collision, and to any 
special circumstances, including the limitations of the vessels involved, which may make a departure from these 
Rules necessary to avoid immediate danger.”             

As a consequence of Rule 2 and of the maritime law system of allocating fault between vessels, any boat that stub-
bornly insists on a super-technical adherence to the other rules will be found to have contributed to the collision, 
and in some circumstances may be found to bear the majority of fault.             

As such, commercial vessels should do their best to stay out of the way of sailboats.  But this is not always pos-
sible, and sailboat operators need to stay diligent around commercial vessels and take steps to avoid collision 
when it appears that the commercial vessel will be unable to stay clear.

Bottom line: here is the take home message from this analysis. Technically, a sailboat has the right of way over a 
commercial vessel, unless that vessel is a big ship or it is displaying the lights or shapes of a “restricted” vessel.   
But why take a chance? My personal take is that I simply try and stay clear of commercial vessels either in open 
or confined areas. 

Many thanks to P/C Howard Fuller for suggesting this article.
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For boating education  and fun, 
be sure to check out -

\www.arrowheadsquadronl.org

LEGISLAT IVE REPORT for January 2014
P/C Howard Fuller, AP

The  Long Beach Harbor Council; has voted to establish a new 45 guest mooring facility at  the Belmont Pier.  
The area will be just east of the Belmont Veterans Memorial Pier behind White Island,  Everntually there will be 
food available to mooring guests.  It is limited to a total use of 15 days.  It will provide a temporary mooring for 
visiting boaters.

The Newport Beach City Council has voted to open the last parcel of land owned by the city.  It will be open to 
kayakers and paddleboards.  

Regarding  the new Mexico Boater Permits, these are only needed by vessels actually fishing in Mexican wa-
ters.  We caution you, if you have any fishing equipment aboard, you must have the boater permit onboard.

Los Angeles Mayor Ericd Garcetti named two new 
Los Angeles Harbor Commissioners.  They a re Vilma 
Martinez and Edward Renwick .  Both appear to be 
well qualified for the appointment.. 
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Arrowheads progressive Christmas party, Dec 14th 2013.  At the 3rd location, the partiers had a great time wi th lu-
cious desserts, rambuncious gift exchange, and plenty of laughter and conversation.                  Photos by Debbie Neal
Many thanks to all those that brought those wonderfull esserts, and appetizing appetizers.

Barry Freeman  Tony Wiley and friend Connie’s mom     Barbara Sausser     Barry Freeman

Connie Amodeo, her mom, Barbara Sausser, Jan Freeman    below: Barry Freeman, Cal Amodeo, 
         Ray Edwar ds, Steve Lebo, Carolyn Lebo, 
                    Judy and Ken Griffing  

Debbies friend Pam,   Jerry Ervin Judy Griffing,  Connie Amodeo,  Connies mom
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Cruising Log
I hope that everyone had a wonderful Christmas holiday.  We 
now look forward to another good year in all respects.Our 
Christmas was especially great as daughter Amy, husband 
Rob, and our one and only grandson Oliver, drove down 
from San Francisco and stayed for 4 days.  We celebrated his 
2nd birthday on the 23rd.
 
One of Arrowheads most  popular cruises is scheduled on 
Jan 17-19.  The Sherwoods are the hosts for the cruise, read 
carefully their article below for important details.  I hope 
that many of you will make the trip, on your own boat or on 
the express. Activities are planned for everyone - see you 
there.
  P/C Darrell Sausser, SN

Cruising Article for the Avalon Cruise, Jan 17-19
It’s very close!! Our Sixth Annual Weather Permitting Cruise 
to Avalon is set for Martin Luther King week-end, January 
17-20, 2014.  Last year we had 22 people – and the weather 
cooperated. Avalon in January is delightful.  If you are not 
able to bring your boat over, plan on booking passage on the 
Catalina Express so you can participate in the fun.  We are 
planning the third annual road rally event. This is a FUN 
time and we have had numerous requests to keep it on the 
agenda. If you have not yet attended the Avalon cruise, it is a 
fun-filled weekend. We do a lot ashore, but also take time to 
relax and enjoy the water.

 It is extremely important that I know who is planning to at-
tend so I can communicate last minute details and confirm 
the weather situation. Please e-mail your intent to wendyn-
rick@earthlink.net or call 760-408-7322. We want to be sure 
that we have everyone’s cell number handy.

See you on the water!
    Wendy

Please email Wendy soon if you can attend. -
    Darrell 

Meeting are on Wednesday eve-
ning:  The next dinner/meeting is 

scheduled for Jan 8, 2014.
Dinner reservations for the Elks 
Lodge are required.  They should 
be in by the prior Monday.  The 

deadline for the January meeting 
is Monday Jan 5th 2014.  

Please contact either Commander 
Mike Mann, or John “Pat” 

Rogers, either by phone or email 
to make your reservation.

For Cdr Mike, call 951-689-2105, 
or email 

gr8hounds@earthlink.net

For Pat Rogers, call 
(H) 909-867-6361,
(C) 909-677-6134,

or email patrogers906@aol.com

Don’t forget: reservations by 
Mon Jan 5th.
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2014 - - - - - COMING EVENTS - - - - - 2014
Jan 8 ASPS Bridge mtg 5:30, dinner , Elks Club, San Bernardino   Cdr Mike Mann  789-789-2105
Jan 17-19 Arrowhead Avalon Cruise (weather permitting)   Rick/Wendy Sherwood    760-346-4697
Jan 20  Copy deadline for January LOG     P/C Darrell Sausser    951-780-2694
Feb 1  Log Bending Party for Feb LOG     Volunteer
- - - - - - - - - -
F eb  5  Arrowhead Bridge Meeting, locat ion ?    Cdr Mike Mann  789-789-2105
Feb 6-9  Los Angeles Boat Show, L A Convent ion Cent er
Note:  no regular Arrowhead dinner/meeting  this month, see ya at the Change of Watch
Feb  15  CHANGE OF WATCH, San Bernardino Elks, 1pm to 5pm Cdr Mike Mann  789-789-2105
Feb 20  Copy deadline for March LOG     P/C Darrell Sausser    951-780-2694
March 1 Log Bending Party for Feb LOG     Volunteer
- - - - - - - - - -
March 5-8  Fred Hall Show, Long Beach
March 12 Arrowhead dinner meeting, Ship 195 Sea Scouts presenters Skipper Pat  Rogers      909-677-6134
Mar 20  Copy deadline for April LOG     P/C Darrell Sausser    951-780-2694
Mar28-30 District 13 USPS Spring Conference, Crown Plaza Hotel, San Pedro
  :Log Bending at Arrowhead Host  room, Crown Plaza Hotel,San Pedro


